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years the League had been simply sowing discord: its extrava-
gant demands were calculated, not to wring a compromise
favourable to itself, but to make all compromise impossible.
One  cannot read the documents critically  without being
convinced that during those years the League did not want
a settlement; and deliberately crushed all efforts towards
one63.   In the months after the Criops mission, on the other
hand,  certain substantial groups within the League began
to press for a settlement64.   They have not yet succeeded in
pushing the League to take the initiative in settling with
the Congress65.    But the League did officially proclaim that
it was " ready and willing to ... negotiate with any party
on a footing of equality " to form a national government, in
order to prosecute the war66; and it set no limits to the
power to be transferred to that government67.    In fact, it
began to speak of a free Pakistan in a free India ; and began
to sound as if it meant it.    A prior condition for settlement
remained: the recognition of the right to Pakistan.    But
that   condition in 1942 was constantly being made more
reasonable: 4 Pakistan' was becoming  less  of a  weapon,
more of an actual goal.   For the first time, a plebiscite was
mentioned: the League at  last agreed  to  abide by  the
decision of the people68.    Of whom the plebiscite was to be
taken remained vague (and highly disputable) ; nevertheless
this reversal of policy was in itself an important, as well as a
significant, step.    For the first time, also,  some precision
and reasonableness were given to the geographical picture
of the separate state that was demanded : Mr. Jinnah openly
admitted that Pakistan was not expected to include the
Muslims in such places as the United Provinces69.
All in all, there seemed good reason to hope that, res-
ponding to the new developments, the Muslim League had be-
come ready to join with the Congress, on the basis of certain
concessions to itself, for achieving the independence of India
from British imperial subjection and from Japanese fascist
attack. Mr. Rajagopalacharya, able apostle of Congress-
League agreement, was able to convince himself, after
interviewing Jinnah, that there was a " reasonable chance "